
INSIDE...

Local Columbus Families 
Need Food — Please Help

FALL 2013

Christmas Volunteers 
and Toys Needed

page 3

Thank you for 
reaching out with 
compassion and 
hope to neighbors 
in need.

The Salvation Army 
in Central Ohio

966 E. Main St., Columbus, OH 43205

www.SalvationArmyCentralOhio.org

Monetary Donations:

Erika Shemberg, 614.437.2146 

EShemberg@use.SalvationArmy.org

Community Relations/Newsletter Editor:

Kelli Trinoskey, 614.437.2138

Kelli.Trinoskey@use.SalvationArmy.org

Volunteer Coordinator:

Dinah O’Dell, 614.358.2627

Dinah.Odell@use.SalvationArmy.org

Donate Used Items

Thrift Store Warehouse, 1.800.SA-TRUCK

Christmas is about hope.  And many people 
who come through our doors are in short 
supply of hope.  
Through the compassion and generosity of 
people like you, Central Ohio families facing 
tremendous hardships, job losses, illness and 
despair are finding help and much-needed 
hope here at The Salvation Army in Central 
Ohio. 
We are in the midst of our preparations to 
ensure that we bring hope and help to the 

nearly 8,000 families we serve each year at Christmas.   May your heart be moved 
to give as you read these touching and moving stories.  There is still time to hold toy 
drives to ensure we have enough toys and bikes for all the children to wake up to on 
Christmas morning.  There is still time to volunteer to ring the bell at a Red Kettle.  
Money collected at Red Kettles sustains our services throughout the year.  
So many of our fellow Central Ohioans will need help this Christmas and throughout 
the year.  Please consider sending a special gift today to help a neighbor in need.  

Thank you and God bless you.

From the Kirks

Majors Bonnie and Frank Kirk
Divisional Leaders for 

The Salvation Army in Central Ohio

Charitable Tax Breaks
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Please continue 
your support of 

The Salvation Army 
today by sending your 

next gift with the 
enclosed reply slip.
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Trusted Partner… 

The Salvation Army 
Offers a Helping Hand
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Like us on
facebook

in caring
partners
Now that school’s back in 
session, eight-year-old Julia re-
ceives a free hot lunch every day, 
but all summer long her family 
attended The Salvation Army’s 
Lord’s Table on Wednesdays and 
Fridays for a hot lunch.  Often, it 
was the only square meal they had 
that day.  

Julia is one of the growing num-
bers of children in our community 
who has walked through our doors 
and found help.  In 2012, The 
Lord’s Table hot-lunch program 
served over 6,000 meals to neigh-
bors in need.  The aim of The Lord’s Table is not only to provide an immediate satisfac-
tion to hunger, but to be able to find out why people attend the program and how we can 
meet their needs so that they will be able to afford to feed themselves. We provide an 
atmosphere that is comfortable and respectful in order to establish a relationship with 
each individual. 

For many, it’s embarrassing to come to a “soup kitchen,” but we’ve worked to eliminate 
that stigma, and because of that, families trust us enough to help them in other areas. 
Hunger can sometimes be a symptom of bigger problems in the home, such as jobless-
ness, illness or instability.  

When we provide food to a struggling family, it can open the door for us to use our 
time-tested programs and services to help address those other pressing problems.   

Your generous contribution will enable us to buy 
essential food items for The Lord’s Table and food 
pantry clients.  Your monetary contributions will make 
an extraordinary difference for families like Julia’s. 

Peggy has been giving to The Salvation Army since about the time 
LBJ was in the White House.  She also supports a handful of other 
worthy causes, including her church.  She was stunned one Sunday 
morning when her young pastor suggested to her Sunday school 
class that they consider no longer putting checks in the collection 
plate, as they had done for pretty much all their adult lives.  “What 
on earth?” she thought.

Peggy has always been a non-itemizers on her income taxes and 
therefore, her charitable contributions receive no tax advantages.  
In late 2006, the Federal government passed temporary legisla-
tion allowing non-itemizers to temporarily count their charitable 
contributions for tax purposes if they made them from the Required 
Minimum Distribution (RMD) of their IRA.  

In other words, 
Peggy could direct 
her IRA administra-
tor to cut checks 
to her church, The 
Salvation Army, 
etc., and not have 
to count these 
amounts (donated 
from her IRA) as 

taxable income.  For example, the $500 she plans to give to The 
Salvation Army this year would come directly from her IRA RMD 
instead of from her checking account.  When she does her taxes 
next March, that $500 will not be counted as income and therefore 
will not be taxed.  It’s just like she gets to itemize her contribution 
in addition to claiming her standard deduction!

Many donors and tax advisors caught on to this in 2006, but because 
the law expired after 14 months, they soon forgot about it.  In 2008, 
the law/opportunity was renewed retroactively to January 1 of that 
year, only to expire at the end of 2009.  The same thing repeated 
itself in 2010 and in 2012 (always after the national elections). 

The opportunity again arises in 
2013-14 for non-itemizers. 
In some cases, itemizers may actually take advantage of this law too 
(see your tax advisor). 

If you would like more information, please call Salvation Army 
Director of Planned Giving, Mark Littlecott, CAP, at  
1-888-633-1962 and request the “Charitable IRA Rollover” 
pamphlet.  You and all the charities you support will be glad 
you did. 

Charity Tax Breaks for Non-Itemizers



Wish List
We are publishing a few of the sup-
plies we hope you can donate to help 
us in our work.  If you can donate 
these supplies, please call Kelli 
Trinoskey at 614.437.2138 or send 
an email to  
kelli.trinoskey@use.salvationarmy.org.

 Small needs
 •  Disposable cups

 •  Small study Bibles

 •  Recovery Bibles

 •  Play parachute for children’s   
  programming

 Bigger hopes
 •  Used Musical Instruments

  •  Alto Horns

  •  Baritones

  •  B Flat Tubas

  •  Cornets

  •  Drum set

  •  Euphoniums

  •  French Horn

  •  Trombones

  •  Trumpets

  •  Tuba

 Big Dreams

 •  Executive-style office chair

 •  Commercial-grade refrigerator

“Thanks to friends 
like you, The 

Salvation Army is 
an oasis of hope.”

The Salvation Army 
Stepped in to help 

Columbus Food & Wine Affair 
Friday, September 20
Help raise funds for The Salvation Army in Central Ohio 
by purchasing tickets to this premier event.  Buy your passes 
online at www.FoodandWineAffair.com.  Use code SACFWA 
and The Salvation Army will receive a portion from every pass 
sold. 

Hunger Knows No Season 
Sunday October 6 – Saturday, October 19
Kroger Stores in Franklin and Delaware County will 
collect non-perishable food donations for neighbors in 
need during the Hunger Knows No Season Food Drive, 
sponsored by WBNS-10TV and Kroger.  Visit www.
salvationarmycentralohio.org/hungerknowsnoseason for more 
information.

Need Knows No Season
Wednesday, October 30 at 
noon
This year’s event will focus on 
how The Salvation Army is 
combating hunger in Central 
Ohio.  We will honor Bill and 
Marci Ingram and the Ingram-
White Castle Foundation for their support of our programs 
and enjoy a visit from special guest, Senator John Glenn.  
For tickets and more information, contact Shelley Brown at 
614.437.2145 or Shelley.Brown@use.SalvationArmy.org.

SAVE THE DATE
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Gary never realized how much 

The Salvation Army helped 

We thank you for being 
Partners in Caring.

Gary Bass and his fam-
ily’s fortunes fell like a 
house of cards.  First, he lost 
his job.  The resulting finan-
cial difficulties made it hard 
for him to make ends meet 
and he let their home insur-
ance lapse.  Then a house 
fire took everything he and 
his family owned.  

Right away, The Salvation 
Army provided clothing, 
Kroger gift cards and food 
pantry items to get Gary and 
his family back on their feet.  
Furniture vouchers helped 
them with beds and a kitch-
en table.  As Gary started to 
make the necessary repairs 
on his home, their case-
worker referred Gary to The 
Salvation Army’s Career 
Enhancement Center.  He enrolled in a computer class and found linkage to employ-
ment opportunities.  

“I have been overwhelmed by the help, generosity and support,” says Bass.  “I al-
ways knew The Salvation Army helped, but I didn’t realize just how much.”

The Bass family has also been selected to receive holiday assistance though our 
Adopt-a-Family program where families are paired with corporate sponsors, church 
groups and families who “adopt” the family and fulfill their holiday wish list.   

On behalf of the Bass family, thank you so very much!

Thanks to the support of caring people like you, we 
will continue to make an impact in Central Ohio.

 
One of the most meaningful gifts you can give this holiday season is your time.  
The Salvation Army in Central Ohio relies on volunteers to carry us through Christ-
mas and the rest of the year to help our neighbors in need.  

We need volunteers to ring the bell at Red Kettles at one of our 80 Red Kettle loca-
tions around Central Ohio.  Volunteers can ring by themselves or with family and 
friends. Red Kettle volunteers are encouraged to be creative and have fun, sing,  play 
an instrument, or share a special talent.  Volunteer groups may also “adopt” a kettle 
for a day or a couple of days throughout the season. Contact Cathy Bell at 614-403-
0404 or redkettleringer@gmail.com to sign up.

Last Christmas, we distributed over 21,460 toys 
to Central Ohio children.  We anticipate giving 
out even more this year.  In order to ensure that we 
have enough toys for the children, we need volunteers 
to hold toy drives.  We can even pick up the toys once 
your collection is complete.  Please call Miriam Strait 
at 221-6561, ext. 100 or email her at Miriam.Strait@
use.Salvation Army.org to organize a toy drive.

Do the Most Good This Christmas
Christmas Volunteers and Toys Needed

Helping Hands for the Holidays 
November 30 – December 16
Through our partnership with WBNS-10TV, 
WCOL, Walmart and The Dispatch Group, 
toys will be collected at area Walmart stores 
and distributed to over 8,000 central Ohio 
families.  For more information, please visit 
salvationarmycentralohio.org/events.

Jazz Arts Group’s ‘Home for the Holidays’ Concerts 
December 5 – 8 at the Southern Theatre
This year’s concerts feature Tony-Award winning Debbie Gravitte.  
Please visit http://www.jazzartsgroup.org for ticket information so you can celebrate 
the sounds of the season with us!

Conservatory of Piano Festival of Giving   
Saturday, December 7 from 11am-5pm
The Conservatory of Piano will transform the café area of the Kroger at Worthington 
Square Mall with holiday music.    Conservatory students raise money for The 
Salvation Army by performing holiday songs.  Small donations are used for ornaments 
to decorate the musical Christmas tree during the event.  

Giving is Always in Fashion  
Saturday, December 21 from 12-4pm at Easton Town Center
Featuring…celebrity bell ringers!  The event will also include roving musicians, carolers 
and much more!  Come join us!  For more details, please contact Erika Shemberg at 
614-437-2146 or eshemberg@use.salvationarmy.org.

We rely on volunteers, like these 
Otterbein University students, to cover 
over 20,000 hours of bell ringing at 
Red Kettles each Christmas


